
Catholic Schools Week  will be celebrated the Week of January 29-February 3, 2012 

 

Catholic Schools Week will be centered around the Corporal Works of 

Mercy. 

 Monday ï Prisoners and Sickðthe week will open with a prayer 

 service. 

 Tuesday ï Bury the Dead 
 A Prayer Chain will be made by each classroom.  The chain will  

 consist of names of deceased relatives and friends and will connect to 

 each floor throughout the building.  

 Wednesday ï Hunger and Thirst 
 Money jar will be available in the cafeteria for students to sacrifice 

 the money they would use for extra treats.   

 Thursday ï Clothe the Naked 
 Each student will be encouraged to select something from their closet 

 to donate to the poor.  The items need to clean and in good condition.   

 Friday ï All School Mass with Blessing of Throats at St. Mary 

 The afternoon will be a fun day with different board games in the 

 classrooms.  Classes will rotate throughout the afternoon. 

 

 Each classroom will have a good deed jar for students to place the good 

deeds they have done.   

Detailed information will be sent home at a later date. 
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The mission of Calvert 

Catholic Schools is to come 

together to strengthen our 

entire community by provid-

ing excellent Christian edu-

cation to achieve all the 

Church's mission of teaching 

the Catholic Faith to present 

and future generations.   We 

invite all Catholic Families 

and other who embrace our 

vision to join us.  



December was a busy month for the preschoolers as they prepared for the birthday of Jesus.  Both classes 

worked on making Christmas cards for St. Francis home, apartments, convent, and villas.  Along with 

Mrs. Feasel's and Ms. Leibengood's fourth graders, they made over 260 cards. Both classes were also 

busy practicing their fingerplays and songs for their program.  They all performed wonderfully for their 

families and friends and then anxiously awaited turns to chat with Santa.  We also celebrated Jesus' birth-

day by singing and decorating cupcakes, making a special project and listening to a story about his birth.  

In January we look forward to having a "work out" day with Mrs. Hill's classes, and anticipate a variety 

of activities during Catholic Schools Week. 

P R E S C H O O L  N E W S 

School Matters 2 

The children in Mrs. Hill's preschool had a wonderfully busy month of Dec.  The classes learned about 

and discussed the real meaning of the Christmas season. The children enjoyed the Nativity set that they 

were able to put together, much like a puzzle, and reenact the story of the Birth of Christ. 

The MWF classes put on their Christmas program on Dec. 12th.  The TTH class put their program on at 

the end of class Dec. 15th.  Both groups did a FANTASTIC job!!  Thanks to our performers and our au-

dience for attending. 

The children were able to enjoy a movie and popcorn day with a special movie about Christmas.  Thanks 

to the parents who supplied the popcorn! 

The children celebrated Christmas with a class party and a "Happy Birthday, Jesus" party on Dec. 19th, 

20th, and 21st.  They each were able to make a cupcake to enjoy for their snack.  Thank you to the par-

ents who helped with the supplies we needed for this special day. 

We, Mrs. Rombach and myself, would like to wish all of our preschoolers and their families, a very 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!!  See you in 2012!! 
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S C H O O L  M A T T E R S 

    In the month of December in the Preschool Bridging classroom we were waiting for the birth of Jesus.  

We learned that advent is a time of waiting for Jesus and also we learned that Mary and Joseph are his 

parents.  Also, in the month of December we were busy practicing Christmas songs for our program.  The 

program was Thursday, December 15, 2011 and it was a wonderful evening.  Thank you to all who at-

tended to see the Christmas program.   

We were also busy this month getting ready for Christmas.  The children made Christmas ornaments for 

their parents.  For art we made Rudolph handprints and bubble-wrap snowman.  We did not do learning 

centers very much this month, due to getting for our Christmas program.  When we did do learning cen-

ters the children practiced writing their name and math skills, for instance, counting and recognizing nu-

merals.  

The Christmas party/ Happy Birthday Jesus party was Monday, December 19, 2011 and we had a surprise 

visitor, which was Santa.  Each child that wanted to got to sit on Santaôs lap and tell him want she/he 

wanted for Christmas.  The children practiced using their manners by saying, ñThank Youò to Santa after 

she/he sat on his lap.  Also, at the party we got to eat delicious snacks, which include a birthday cake for 

Jesus.  As a class we sang, ñHappy Birthdayò to Jesus.  In addition, at the party we did a gift exchange.  

The children had to wait for their turn to open a gift and then she/he thanked that person who got the gift.       

   Thank you for all the parents who helped with the Christmas/ Happy Birthday Jesus party.  Ms. 

Gangluff and I appreciate your help very much.   

 

God Bless,  

 

 

Ms. Gangluff and Mrs. Reinhart   

K I N D E R G A R T E N  N E W S 

Mrs. Plotts~Kindergarten 

Our Kindergarten studies continue as we practice numeral and name writing.  Reading high-frequency 

sight words and short books will be an exciting addition to our everyday curriculum.  We will study 

more about our world and be able to identify our country, state, and city.  All year the Kindergarten 

SUPERstars have been learning to be a team and help each other make good choices and be the best 

they can be.  With our ñSuperstar Gem Jarò classroom reward system, the monthly Saint Awards, and 

other ways to catch students being good, we will continue to challenge ourselves to be who Jesus wants 

us to be.  Keep your eyes peeled for our class quilt project that will display our New Years Resolutions.  

One more reminder to keep working toward our individual goals and also help our friends meet their 

goals!  Happy New Year everyone! 



School Matters 4 

         We hope everyone had a merry CHRISTmas and spent some quality moments with family and friends 

celebrating CHRIST.  The weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas were so special as we focused our 

hearts and minds on the gift of Jesus.  Our most important time and energy was spent on learning about the 

true meaning of CHRISTmas.  We read books, did art, and completed many activities that will help us al-

ways too remember what CHRISTmas is all about.  Of course we had some fun extras in December includ-

ing our elves Nikki & Nicolette who came to us on St. Nick day, our messages from Santa sent to us all the 

way from the North Pole, making reindeer food together to sprinkle on our lawns, and many other treats 

along the way.  Even with these fun and exciting times we always brought our focus back to what we 

should be thinking of at this time of the year.  One way we tried to be Christ to others was by visiting St. 

Francis home.  We went there to spread some CHRISTmas cheer by singing and passing out art to the resi-

dents there.  The students LOVED this experience and were welcomed so warmly by the staff and residents.  

What a touching experience that will be remembered for a lifetime!  

          

We have had some wonderful special guests in the month of December.  Theresa Dysard comes each week 

to do special art projects with the students and in December she did projects both with the book The Mitten 

and The Legend of the Candy Cane.  These were FABulous projects that tie to literacy and we just love her 

creative and awesome ideas that she brings to our classroom each week.  Additionally, Pat Adams came and 

read us the story A Wish to be a Christmas Tree and also completed an art project with us that turned into 

an ornament gift to present to someone we "appreciate."  She taught us lots of new vocabulary and we all 

LOVED her lesson as well.  Special thanks to these ladies for all the time and effort they put in to creating 

these meaningful lessons for the children.  Your thoughtfulness is a gift to the children! 

           

As we enter 2012 we will talk about the word "resolutions" and what that word means to each one of us.  

We will write personal goals and set our sights on meeting new challenges and facing each day knowing we 

can be whoever we want to be.  Additionally we will also write classroom goals and work on those on a 

daily basis within our room.  Some of the goals for 2012 in Kindergarten will be sentence writing, reading 

MORE guided reading books and storybooks, spelling, completing math story problems, and as always con-

tinually living to be SAINTS each day.  We will talk together as a class about how goals are important to 

have but in order to reach them we will need to take "action steps" to make it happen.  These action steps 

will help us to be strong readers, excellent writers, skilled mathematicians, wonderful friends and SAINTS 

in the making.   

         

 Last year we had a little saying that we quoted each day that was "working towards HEAVEN in 2011."  It 

was a reminder to the children to live to be saints each day.  Our new quote for our NEW year will be 

"better OURSELVES in 2012."  To better ourselves will be on many levels including academic, socially 

and spiritually.  To be a better person will mean we can make the world a better more peaceful place that is 

filled with the love of God.  We can't wait to ROCK in 2012!   

      

 *Note from Mrs. Perry* I would like to thank all the parents in my classroom for their wonderful donations 

over the past few months.  From party supplies to classroom items to time spent helping out, your generos-

ity is beyond amazing!  Special thanks also for the wonderful class CHRISTmas gifts that were sent.  I am 

overwhelmed with gratitude!  Another note will be coming your way...but I just had to take time out to rec-

ognize each and every one of your this month for the gifts you all are in my life.  
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